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REMARKS 

Reconsideration of the application is requested in view of the above amendments and the 
follow remarks. Claims I, 5, 7, 13, 17, 20 and 24 have been amended Claim 1 has been 
amended to include the subject matter of original claim 5. Claim 7 has been amended to address 
formality issues. The amendments to claims 5, 13, 17, 20 and 24 are supported by at least 
Figures 3, 5 and 6 and the related description of those Figures at pages 7-9 of the present 
application. No new matter has been added. 

6 102 Rejection 

Claims 1-27 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Schneeberger (US 6,179,352). Applicant respectfully traverses this rejection. 

Schneeberger discloses a lock that includes a handle portion 10, a plate portion 12 and a 
lock releasing leaf springs 14. The springs 14 can be displaced from a first position (see Figure 1 f 
of Schneeberger) wherein the handle portion cannot move axially relative to the plate 12, and a 
second position wherein the handle portion 10 is released from the springs 14 and axially 
movable towards the plate 12. A pin 30 positioned on an end of the handle portion 10 j$ held 
captive in a slot 32 of the plate 12 in a locked arrangement when the springs 14 are in the first 
position. When the handle portion 10 moves towards the plate 12, the slots 32 and 33 registered 
with each other and the pin 30 becomes free to rotate (an unlocked arrangement) within the plate 
portion 12. 

Schneeberger fails to disclose a "first portion of the locking member including a first 
groove formed on an end of the first portion that extends through the aperture, and the assembly 
further includes a positive lock member removably biased into the groove to provide a fixed first 
position and removable from the groove to define the second position," as required by claim 1. 
Schneeberger discloses a slot 32 at an end of the handle portion 10 that extends into the recess 
formed in the plate portion 12. However, Schneeberger fails to disclose a positive lock member 
that is biased into the slot 32. The springs 14 disclosed by Schneeberger are arranged to engage 
structure within the handle portion 10 that is spaced apart from the plate portion 12. Therefore, 
Schneeberger fails to disclose every limitation of claim 1 and the claims that depend from it. 
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Schneeberger also fails to disclose "a generally cylindrical shank having an axis and a 
locking feature; an engagement member including a generally cylindrical bore that extends 
through the engagement member, the bore being configured to permit the locking feature of the 
shank to pass through the engagement member; . . . wherein the locking feature of the shank 
engages the engagement member so as to prohibit the shank from rotating about the axis, and a 
second position wherein the locking feature of the shank is positioned outside of the bore and 
free to rotate about the axis relative to the engagement member," as required by claim 13. The 
pin 30 disclosed by Schneeberger is retained within the plate portion 12 at all times when 
moving the handle portion 10 between locked and unlocked positions. Therefore, Schneeberger 
fails to disclose every limitation of claim 13 and the claims that depend from it. 

Schneeberger further fails to disclose a "locking member including a shank and a locking 
protrusion extending radially from the shank," and the step of "moving the locking member in a 
second direction along the axis into a second position relative to the engagement member 
wherein the locking protrusion is removed from the engagement member and is free to rotate 
about the axis," as required by claim 17. The pin 30 disclosed by Schneeberger is always 
retained within the plate portion 12 and is not at any time removed from the plate portion 12. 
Therefore, Schneeberger fails to disclose every limitation of claim 17 and the claims that depend 
from it 

Schneeberger further fails to disclose an engagement member having an aperture and a 
locking member having a locking feature formed on a shank portion of the locking member, 
wherein the locking member is movable to "a second position wherein the locking feature is 
positioned outside of the aperture and disengaged from the engagement member so as to provide 
unrestricted rotation of the locking member relative to the engagement member," as required by 
claim 20. As discussed above, the pin 30 disclosed by Schneeberger is maintained inside of the 
plate portion 12, and therefore fails to anticipate the limitations of claim 20 and the claims that 
depend from it. 

Schneeberger further fails to disclose the locking handle of claim 24 that requires 
"wherein the handle locks and unlocks relative to the engagement member without rotating the 
handle about an axis parallel to the first and second directions, wherein a positive lock member 
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engages the handle to retain the locking handle in the locked and unlocked positions, the positive 
lock member being movable in a direction perpendicular to the first and second directions." 
Schneeberger fails to disclose a positive lock member that retains the locking handle in a locked 
and an unlocked position. The springs 14 disclosed by Schneeberger fix the handle portion 10 in 
a locked arrangement only. Therefore, Schneeberger fails to disclose every limitation of claim 
24 and the claims that depend from it. 

In view of the above, Applicant requests reconsideration of the application in the form of 
a Notice of Allowance. If a phone conference would be helpful in resolving any issues related to 
this matter, please contact Applicant's attorney listed below at 612-371-5387. 

Respectfully submitted, 

MERCHANT & GOULD P.C. 
P.O. Box 2903 

Minneapolis, Minnesota 55402-0903 
J-5300 
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